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Executive Summary

Over the past two years the BRISC Wildlife CounBoject (WCP) has successfully
delivered FRE workshops throughout the year with the emphasis on creating awareness of
biodiversity and biological recording. The prof focused on communities and individuals
who do not get the opportunity to appreciate or learn about their wildlife in and around
local Greenspace areas in Falkirk, North Lanarkshire and Stirling.

Over the two year period of the project more than 610olunteers benefited from the
project accounting for 674.5 volunteer days. The 37 FREE workshops provided volunteers
with the opportunity to engage with others in a relaxed and informal environment whilst
appreciating the amazing biodiversity they ofteartnok.

Wor king closely with L oc aliGovAroniehtad ©Organisaoss), ( L A0 S
local environmental groups and experts, the project covered many of the current LBAP
species, tutoring volunteers on simple identification skills, map readidgexording of

species.

The project has added to the argument that more recording projects are required if we are

to begin filling many of the information gaps for particular species and habitat. It has also
highlighted the need for a follow up projectahcan continue to support and fiene the

biological recorders of the future. This can be achieved by providing advanced identification
workshops and additional guidance and support, enabling volunteers to fully immerse
themselves in the LBAP processasd facilitating a more cohesive approach to biological
recording from LAOS, NGO&6s and volunteers.
future for volunteers to work closely with BTCV Natural Talent apprentices for instance.

This type of holistic pproach to biological recording and the support of volunteers should

be at the heart of every voluntary organisation and it is hoped that BTCV Scotland can drive
the project forward in future years. It igxpected that the fruits of this innovative and
forward thinking project, the BRISC Wildlife Counts Projewt]l be a constant stream of
enthusiastic, well equipped and confident volunteer recorders with the ability to provide
LAds with up to date.and scientifically robu

The following report povides details of the project.



Photographs

All photographs were taken by Graham Burns (BTCV), John Mc Farlane (BRISC) and Fionna
Wood and used with their kind permission.
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Background

Biological reording can be seen as the corpgione of many processes that are used to

protect, sustain and create awareness of our natural heritage. Protecting, appropriately
managing and sustaining our natural heritage is the focus for the partners in the Scottish
Biodiversity Strategy (SBSyhi c h i ntends t o oconserve bic
enjoyment and welbb ei ng of t he pelley factoroid theSecpootekssasn d 0 .
involves managing and maintaining a constant flow of sound, scientifically robust thata

form of biological records. These records are vitally important in developing sound,
practical conservation and management protocols for habitats and species. It is also vital that
everyone has an opportunity to learn about biodiversity and tin@artance of recording

wildlife, whether it is in a formal or informal setting.

Biological recording relies heavily on the voluntary sector, with many established biological
recorders throughout the country giving up their time voluntarily. Thereforésiessential

that the voluntary sector is at the heart of this drive to provide the recorders of the future.

The BRISC (Biological Recording in Scotland) Wildlife Counts Project (WCP), in close
collaboration with BTCV (British Trust for Conservation Voleatrs), addresses one of the

key objectives of the SBS, namely engaging with members of the public to create awareness
of biodiversity and to provide avenues with which they can appreciate and conserve their
natural heritage.

The WCP aims were to stimulatan interest in biological recording of Local Biodiversity
Action Plan (LBAP) species and habitats, providing support and training to volunteers who
would not ordinarily participate in recording activities. The events were delivered in
Stirling, Falkirk md North Lanarkshire, working closely with local authority LBAP officers,
local experts and partner organisations.

The project has built on the success of year 1 and has now completed year 2. The
management team, with representation from BRISC, BTC\WI&wh Scottish Natural
Heritage (SNH), Falkirk Council, North Lanarkshire Council and Stirling Council have
provided guidance to the project officers to assist them in the delivery of the two year
project which has reached out to over 610 volunteersingl 674.5 volunteer days and
helped provide biological records for many undecorded species and areas.

The project was funded by Heritage Lottery Fund, SNH, BTCV Scotland, Falkirk
Environmental Trust, Falkirk Council, North Lanarkshire Council andirgtiCouncil.



1. Introduction

The BRISC WCP key objectives were designed to address one of the key objectives of the
SBS, namely, to;

6l ncrease awareness, understanding and enj oy
in conservation and enfeante n t 0

The target audience for the project was beginners and-naturalists, including individuals
and communities who had little or no opportunity to experience their local wildlife.

For many people, appreciating, understanding and enjoying their hatwaonment is

something that is often completely overlooked. Scotland has a wealth of designated sites
such as SSSI &6s (Sites of Speci al Scientifi
National Parks where people can experience the amazing divexsScotland. However
there are undesignated areas of Scotland ou
many of Scotl andds more spectacul ar species
Bordered 5spot Burnet Moth Zygaena loniceragbsp.latanarginatathat was recorded

this summer by the WCP in Bonnyfield Nature Park or the breeding pairs of Nuth@&itta

europaep that can be found in Dalzell Estate in Motherwell, Scotland boasts many
spectacular species, often close to or in and aroundamr areas. The BRISC WCP was
designed to target communities in urban areas who have little or no opportunity to enjoy

their wildlife, bringing them back in touch with Mother Nature with FREE workshops and
stimulating an interest in biological recording.

The events were designed to engage with members of the public with a view to fostering an
interest in wildlife and in particular biologicalcarding. Using local Greenspace areas, the
WCP would attempt to entice volunteers to take part in recordingtiaities whilst
appreciating the biodiversity they see from day to day in local parks, gardens or woodland
areas. This has been successfully achieved over the past two years in three council areas,
Falkirk, Stirling and North LanarkshireOverall the poject workshops have been attended

by over 260 individuals with many more people aware of the importance of biological
recording through the BRISC BioBlitz event which attracted over 350 people to the 24 hour
event. The project delivered a total of %5 volunteer days in the two year periodnd
provided 1593 individual records8 key volunteers have taken advantage of the BTCV
Leadership Skills training course which provided additional training to BRISC volunteers
who assisted the project officer in thaelivery of the WCP.

The 1593 records have beennput onto a databaseand are now beingvetted and
forwarded to relevant organisations such as National Bexdity Network (NBN) and SNH

well aslocal authorities and partner organisationg.he project has developed recording
fora in each of the local authority areas, which will enable WCP volunteers to participate in
recording activities throughout the year, maintaining their interest in recording during the
quieter winter months and continuing the momem built up during the project.



2 Objectives of the Project
2.1 Biological Records

The ability for records to be produced and used in conjunction with NBN (National
Biodiversity Network) and local authority planning procedures is a key objective of the
WCP. It is hoped that over the subsequent years, those volunteers who have participated
in the WCP will develop into established recorders, building on the confidence and
experience they have developed over the past two years. Developing an indivittual i
biological recorder, particularly a novice naturalist which was the target audience for the
WCP, needs longerm support over and above the twgear lifespan of the project. It is
therefore essential that the volunteers who have participated in &P are continually
supported to ensure that the investment in their skills, delivered by the WCP over the past
two years is not lost. This could be achieved by the development of a Local Records Centre
(LRC) which could act as a focal point for recordepspviding training opportunities and
allowing volunteers access to their records to see how they are used in planning
procedures. The recording fora for each council area will be used to facilitate thiséomg
support, providing additional opportunitgefor recorders as well asdalitional training from
partner organisations

The records from the WCP will be disseminated to all partner organisations as well as being
uploaded onto the NBN gateway after they have been vetted. Many of the records that ar
produced by the WCP are not of the required standard for use on the NBN. However
there are many records such as records from experienced recartlee WCP workshops

and BioBlitzhat can and will be usedAll the records are useful to the project asatlows

issues such as misidentification, incorrect grid reference, inaccurate habitat classification or
something as simple as a missing ield in the recording formto be fed back to the
volunteer. If there is a specific issue with a recorder thbe project officer does contact

the person and provide guidance volunteers with guidance and perhaps additional training to
overcome the problem.

2.2 Engaging with volunteers

Engaging with volunteers is an essential part
any project that aims to pmote and encourage.
the appreciation of biodiversity. It was a challen
to O0sell & biological
of wvolunteers and communities. Aski
volunteers and communities to take on new ar
challenging experiences has been success |
achieved, with the delivery of an even
programme.that.has seen the project reach ofl Pollinators & Wildflowers irPlean Country Park
to over 610 individuals over the past two years. ¢ rionna Wood

These participants benefit from both an educative

and a social experience whilst adding to essentiatkiés sub as working in a group or in
the case of the key volunteers, leading a grée section 4.5).
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Developing new skills fovolunteers, like species identification and biological recording, is
best done in a comfortable and natientific environment. HAis approach worked well for
the WCP and is reflected in the positive feedbaekponses (section 10)

One of the most important components of the project involved identifying trainers who had
the ability to comfortablyengage with voluekers of all abities, from complete novices to
experienced naturalists. The WCP was fortunate to work in partnership with many
conservation organisationsconsultantsand expert naturists who contributed to the
successful delivery of the workshops by adding their owthesiasm and charisma to each
event.An essential key component of the WCP events was the trainers. Selling biodiversity,
in particular biological recording is made easier if you have good sales people.

2.3 Creating awareness of biodiversity

Photo 2 One of the WCP aimsvas to create awareness of

S biodiversityand show local people how easy it can be to
identify and record their wildlife. The events programme was
delivered in and around local Greenspacea® to maximise
the exposure of local wildlife that people encounter from day
i to day.

Creating awareness of LBAP species/habitats and how
volunteers can be involved in the processes which protect

. these species and habitats provided challenges for tbeqr
officers. It was decided that by using easily identifiable groups
& such as butterflies, birds and wildflowers it would make the

4t workshops more appealing to the target audience. Targeting
specific communities and habitats enabled the project to

show local people how diverse and interesting their local

Freshwater invertebrates
in The BannociBurn
© John Mc Farlane wildlife was and how important it is to record and protect it.

Many participants were aware of their wildlife and were active
members of local fends of groups or conservation organisations such as RSPB and SWT.
However, many were just interested in getting out and about in their local patch, unaware
of the wildlife they see day to day. The discovery of a locally rare Narrow bordered 5
spot Bunet Moth was an astonishing record for the Falkirk area.

For many people, the WCP would be the key to unlocking the door to a new world that
they were never aware existed. T h dnemeo s t
even knew this place exisi reference to the local areas we visited during the events
workshops.



2.4 Role of the project Officer and the management team

The project was managed by a steering group which included representationBRI®C,
BTCV Scotland, Scottish Naturkleritage,Falkirk Council, North Lanarkshire Council and
Stirling Council. The management group met approximately every 2 months to discuss
developments and monitor progress. T&emeetingsvere instrumental in maintaining the
momentum of the project dung the change over between project officers in the months
between September and November 2006. John Mc Farlane took over the position in
November 2006, carrying on from Claire Mc Sorley who was involved in the initial year of
the project.

The managemerteam ensured that the project was achieving its objectives and provided
additional support and guidance to the project officer throughout the year.

As Project Officers, the need to deliver a quality product to a wide demographic range
proved challenging.All aspects of the project needed to be delivered and pitched at a
suitable | evel for beginnersd whist developi
recording. It was the role of the project officer to;

e Liaise with partner organisation andAB officers

e Develop a strategy for the delivery of the workshop

e Designing promotional literature, including the registration forms
e Contract trainers for the workshops

e Press releases

¢ Organising the logistics of delivering the workshops

e Risk Assessments feach event

e Follow up feedback to volunteers and experts

e Data input of biological records

¢ Management and verification of biological records

The use of BTCV volunteers and key volunteers helpedghgect officer to deliver well
organised and structured wkshops.



3 2006 Events programme

The 2006 events programmeas designed in consultation with the LBAP (Local Biodiversity
Action Plan officers and the WCP project officerin close collaboration with the
management team. It was delivered using asesf indoor and outdoor workshops.

3.1 Developing a marketing strategy

Using key partners and volunteer networks, a suitable strategy was implemented to give the
project maximum exposure. The project officer designed and published a leaflet (Appendix
9) for dissemination throughout the three council areas.

3.2  Liaise with local partners

The LPAB officers were instrumental in selecting the communities where the workshops
would be delivered. They also suggested species and habitats that should beubef

the workshops, namely priority LBAP species and habitats. These ideas were discussed
further at management meetings and it was agreed that focussing on common species was
the best way forward for the project.

3.3  Obtain and produce resources

The training material for the events was designed and printed. This was then inserted into
folders along with promotional literature from partner organisations and supporters of
biological recording. Equipment purchased for the project included Binocukard, lanses,

bat detector, head torches, GPS units, sample jars and trays, nets, pens and stationery. The
software required for the project included ARC GIS, Reder and O.S Map tiles for GIS.

3.4  The Workshops

The venues, trainers and other resources the workshops were fixed by miylarch 2006.
The registration leaflet was sent out to all partner organisations as well as libraries,
community halls, friends of groups and local venues.

The programme included 3 introductory workshops as well as kgbops on mammals,
birds, bats, wildflowers, insects and common plants. Ageendix 1.

The I year report for the BRISC Wildlife Counts Project can be found at
http://www.briscorg.uk/WCP%20First%20Annual%20Report.pdf



http://www.brisc.org.uk/WCP%20First%20Annual%20Report.pdf

4 2007 Events Programme
4.1 Initial consultation

After an initial management meeting it was decided that the new format for the events
would be based around ecological interactions and the habitats irhwihey occur. It was

agreed that by adopting a general approach to the event content, it would provide the
volunteers with an opportunity to learn about a more diverse rangdaxfonomic groups

within a habitat. It would also educate volunteers about ittn@ortance of appreciating the
O0bigger pictured and why it I's i mportant to
just one particular taxonomic group. The excellent work carried out in the first year of the

project provided a sound platform from whido maintain momentum into year two.

The volunteers would be split into smathanageable groupwith each group learning from

the manyexperts supporting the event. The experts would deliver short, educative and
exciting snippets of information abotiteir particular interest to each of the groups. This
idea was warmly received by the experts. The content and level of information for each
event would still be delivered at a beginner level but it was seen as an opportunity for the
2006 participants totake a more involved role in the 2007 events, perhaps as key
volunteers or additional support to the expert/trainer. There would be opportunity for
more advanced recorderstask questions throughouhe event.

All the events would be full days and delied at the weekends. This decision was directly
influenced by the feedback sheets from 2006 andpleviousexperiences of the project
officer. The events were delivered in urban Greenspace areas and parks with adequate
public transport links to the eants.

It was agreed that as a reward for their hard work and support of the project, all the 2006
WCP key patrticipants would be invited to attend a BTCV Leadership Skills Training
weekend and in return they would assist in the delivery of the project alsvamen required

to do so. The 2007 events were as follows;

An introduction to Biological Recording
Learn how to record wildlife in your local area including;

How to take sound biological records

What, when and how do | record?

How to use the records tlat you collect

Learn how to take effective grid references and read map topography

A Walk in the Woods Identifying Wildlife
Identifying and recording the diverse wildlife found in a woodland habitat including;

Where to find and how to record insects withia woodland habitat
Listening to, observing and identifying Birds in a woodland habitat
Identifying Trees and Plants found in and around a wood
Understanding the importance of Woodland habitats

6



How to identify Bats & Birds
Learn how to survey for bats &irds

How to identify and record birds and bats

Learn about echolocation!

Learn how to use a bat detector

How to identify birds using birdong

Understanding how a habitat influences the bats and birds within a habitat

Lichens and Fungi
Identifying, recading and understanding the importance of fungi and Lichens in a

habitat, including;

Differentiating between edible and nelible types of fungi
Learn about the properties of Lichens
Understanding the ecological importance of fungi and lichens in a habitat

The Wildlife In and Around Freshwater Habitats

Identifying and recording the species found in and around freshwater habitats;

Looking at riparian vegetation and its function along a watercourse
Identifying freshwater and terrestrial invertebrates

Identfying other species found along a watercourse

Understand how pollution impacts freshwater habitats

Pollinators and Wildflowers

Surveying for insects, butterflies, bumblebees and understanding their relationship
with Wildflowers.

Identifying wildflowes and understanding their relationship with different species of
insects

How to identify bumblebees, butterflies, dflying moths and other terrestrial
insects and understand the part they play in a habitat

BioBlitz26-27" of May (24 hours)

A 24 hour biological recording event aimed at establishing records for the Dalzell
Estate in Motherwell and RSPB Barons Haugh. The event is a race against time with
experts, volunteers and biological recorders all aiming to record as many different
species withira 24 hour period.

The event is an ideal opportunity to expose biological recording to a massive
audience, tying in with North Lanarkshi

r e



4.2  Events Delivery

The events for year two had to be able to continue to support andmsiate 2006
participants whilst lso providing appropriate educative contefar the new volunteers in
2007. It was decided that this could be achieved in the new format (see 4.1) with the
support of additional experts in the field able to cope with teasdvanced volunteers who
wanted to learn about more Haepth identification and surveying techniques. The events
themselves would provide more information about habitat types and ecological interactions
such as pollination, predation, competition anddieg habitats.

Trainers were contacted, many of whom supported the 2006 events, and the 2007 events
schedule was in place for March 2007.

4.3 Site Selection

After site visits with all of the LBAP officers, ranger services and experts/trainers, it was
deciced that the events would be delivered in the following areas;

e Dalzell Estate, Motherwell e Muiravonside Country Park
e Braedale Hill, Newmains e Callendar Woods

¢ Branchalwoods, Coltness e StirlingUniversity

e Cumbernauld Glen e Plean Country Park

e Carronvale House, Larbert e Darn Walk, Bridge of Allan

e Bonnyfield Nature Park

The sites had to be accessible and safe as well as close to public transport links to maximise
the potential attendance for those who could not drive. A <dmare scheme was
implemented and proveslery successful with many of the volunteers offering to use their
cars as transport to and from the sites.

4.4  Marketing & Promotion

The target audience for the project was primarily novices and beginners with little
opportunity to appreciate their loal wildlife or Greenspace. With this in mind, a tactical
approach to the marketing and promotion of the events was required to make the activities
more appealing to the target audience. Events were designed to appeal to a wide audience,
attracting enthusists and keen volunteers who were interested in learning about the wildlife
in O0theifThepaPohbi nat oproged t& beWery suidcdssiuveventss and
were well attended and enjoyed by all, not just the volunteers, but the experts who
attended also commented on how useful it was to work with other experts, sharing a
common goal.

The registration form was relesgnedand each event had an information insesth health

& safety information as well as location, time and any other apprapniiormation. These

were sent to all 2006 volunteers viargail and mail and disseminated to local libraries,
council buildings, BTCV offices, SWT reserves, local shops and community halls in the

8



vicinity of each event. Posters were also sent out closerthe event date to attract
bookings from the local areas.

The events were promoted on local and national radio and press. The Scotsman
Newspaper, Falkirk Herald, Stirling Observer, Cumbernauld News as well as newsletters
such as BTCV CLAN Bulletin, BRC newsletter, SWT newsletter, GREENLINK newsletter,
and local council environmental diaries were all used to promote the 2007 events
programme.

The events  were also promoted on the BRISC  website at
http://www.brisc.org.uk/wcounts.php

4.5 Key Volunteers

There were many Ovolunteersd who added to t
officer or sharing their expertise and passion as naturalists, adding additional expertise to

the events. It was identified that an important outcome of the project waat tthese

individuals were rewarded for their efforts and should be involved in additional training to

thank them for their continuing support. Eight individuals were identified as key volunteers,

able to further their support of the WCP by assisting ogistics of the event delivery as

well as sharing their expertise during events.

The BTCV Leadership Skills training weekend took place at BTCV Stirling"of 12" May

2007. Key volunteers also attended tehed BeTeV ¢
Coll ection and Propagation® workshop at BTC
Programme that is currently underway has seen one of the WCP key volunteers participate

in this BTCV community support programme where individuals who have an intarest

providing support for their local community are provided with a series of FREE training
workshops.

Another of the projects key volunteers currently undertakes Bat survey work with Echoes
Ecology and five others have used their leadership skillin @vn working environment.

Many members of SWT Cumbernauld Glen have been keen supporters of the project and
have used the WCP to advance their skill sets during WCP workshops. This has assisted
them in them developing a wildflower meadow and managerpi&n for SWT reserve,
Cumbernauld Glen. It has also enabled their members to add to their skills, particularly in
identification and recording of their biodiversity within the reserve.

The investment in the key volunteers was reflected in the smoathning of the BioBlitz
event with 6 of the key volunteers playing key parts in the successful delivery BidBétz

The biological records for the project are being processed by one of our key volunteers.



5 2007 Recording fora

Photo 3

The 2007 events mgramme began with a forum
event at Carronvale House on the 18February
. Wwith over 60 delegates and experts. The day was
B used to promote the forthcoming 2007 events
programme as well as thanking everyone for their
support for the previous year.

The day was split into short presentations in the
Neil Middltn of Echoes Eology morning by John Mc Farlane (BRISC), Ben Mitchell
leading a group of budding ornithologists (RSPB), Lucie Southern (BumBlee Conservation
© GrahamBurns Trust  (BBCT)), Su  Cooper (Plantlife),
Neil Middleton (Echoes Ecology), Jacqui Morris
(Woodland trust) and John Haddow (Mammal Societfhere were exhibits from all the
main speakers as well as Scottish Natural Heritdgethe afternoon there were indoor
activiies involving mapeading skills, identification skills and data input using Recorder
software and BSBI Flora Atlas of UK from Richard Weddle and Roy & Su Sexton
respectively There were outdoor excursions lead by Neil Middleton (bird watching, see
photo above) and Peder Aspen (Lichens) whilst Ben Mitchell (RSPB) and Allie Graham
(Falkirk Council) lead birthox building workshops.

As part of the projet there are recording foraset up for all three areas with a view to
establishing seffustaining groupwho will continue to record wildlife after the project ends.
BRISC and the three local authorities will take charge of the initial meetings, providing
additional training and equipment where necessary. Recording activities throughout the
winter monthswill help maintain the momentum that has been generated during the year
and provide additional support to WCP volunteers.

The project Officer is currentlyworking on additionahdvanceddentification classes which
will focus on LBAP priority species indlthree council areas. These training days will be
delivered in the coming months at BTCV in Stirling and will involve weekend identification
workshops which will allow the volunteers to conduct survey work that is required to be
carried out as part of cuent LBAP actions.

10



6 2007 Workshops

The popularity of the events and the overwhelming enthusiasm from members of the public
to learn has helped the project to run successfully over the past two years.  With
experts/trainers engaging with beginnersvices, experienced recorders and volunteers
from a wide demographic spread in all three local council areas, the WCP has reached out
to over 650 individuals with 31%2olunteers (appendix 4participating in the87 workshops
contributing to 64.5 voluneer days(section 8.2) The project has facilitated an exchange

of expertise and ideas within the group dynamic and this exchange of expertise, often lost
forever, has been an essential component of the success of the project. Not only has this
exchangeof expertise occurred between the trainer and the volunteer, but more
interestingly, the experts themselves were learning about subject matter outside of their
area of expertise.

This was exemplified in the extBahylickel Natured6 Pol | i
Park, where there were experts from Butterfly Conservation, Buglife, Falkirk Council,
Clearserv Ecology alongside experts in Entomology, Lepidoptera and Odonata, all
contributing to an excellent and instructive event for the volunedésee photo 4). The

experts delivered short 1hour identification classes to the groups which were then rotated

and sent onto another expert. The end result of this eclectic mix of expertise and 22
volunteers, was an astonishing 137 different speciesrdecbduring the event including a

very rare local record of the NarrowBordered 5Spot burnetMoth (Zygaena lonicerae
subsplatomarginaja

Qust a few words about your summer event in Bonnyfield Nature Park in July 2007. We felt it was a thoroughly
wothwhile day. It was informative, fascinating and greatfsiamazed at the number of species we encountered in
a small area of the park. | woul dloaheefGuarii t el y r ecommenr

Photo 4

Craig Macadam (Buglife), TomeBcott (Butterfly Conservation) & Malcolm WardP(blicity Officer/Biodiversity Officer
Cumbernauld Glen) discussing the finding of a rare NarBowdered 5 spot Burnet Moth. © John Mc Farlane

The other OPol Il inators & Wi |lodritry BPavkeandsvias e v e n t
supported byRoy Sexton & Su Sextd@fiair and Secretary of Stirling Member Centre of

the Scottish Wildlife Trust) Lucie Southern & Gillian Lye of BBCT(BumBlee
Conservation Trust), Nick Cooke of Clearserv Ecology and Richard SmiittStoling
Counci | . Thi s event saw volunteers and e
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presentation whilst Gillian from BBCT spoke about the importance of Buthbés in the
pollination process and the ways in which Burdies systematically workheir way
around flowers to collect nectar. The afternoon was spent collecting and identifying
Butterflies, Moths, Bumbleees and other pollinating insectwith expertise from Nick
Cooke, Richard Smith, Lucie Southern and Gillian Lye assisting in thdicdéion of many
of the species. Roy took two groups out in the afternoon identifying wildflowers, one group
for more experienced potential botanists and another group with kids and novice botanists.

The o6l ntroduction t o Biowdéedothgei progett witR eac wead i n g o
opportunity to engage with members of the public and teach them about the importance of
biological recording. The events were split into morning and afternoon activities. Map
reading and how to use identification keys wehe focus of the morning sessions with Neil
Middleton of Echoes Ecology and Nick Cooke delivering excellent outdoor workshops in

the afternoons, providing practical outdoor identification skills for the volunteers.

The repeat of the Lichens & Fungieat in collaboration with the Royal Botanical Gardens

in Edinburgh saw Rebecca Yahr and Stephan Helfer deliver a very succesful event in Dalzell
Estate in Motherwell with short presentations in the morning and an outdoor workshop in

the afternoon. Many othe volunteers who attended the 2006 event were also present at
this event. The workshop has provided Dalzell Estate with records for many species of
Lichen and Fungi which had never previously been recorded in the estate.

The Bats & Birds events,etivered by Neil Middleton of Echoes Ecology, proved very
popul ar with volunteers. As al ways, Nei |l &s
to deliver a quality presentation to volunteers with a wide range of experiences, provided
participants wth an exciting insight into how to identify birds using not just their eyes, but

their ears too. The bat events which ran into the evening provided volunteers with
spectacular sights. None more so than when volunteers watched the emergence of
Pipestrek s and t hen Daubentonds Bats and saw the
in Bridge Of Allan. A spectacular experience for everyone who participated in the event.

The Woodland Walk, delivered bieslieSweeney of Falkirk Council Ranger services, was
one of the most popular events with 17 volunteers enjoying the walk through the Callendar
Park woods. The list of records for the event included Goldfin€arduelis carduglis
twenty native speciesof wildflower, Greater Spotted Woodpecker (Dendrocopos
majoj, Turkey Oak(Quercus ceryiand several species of Fungi. There was also input from
one of the volunteers who worked in the vegetable market in the Park over 40 years ago.
The event was finished off nicely with an impromptu wildliflower ideatificn session from
John Mallett, one of the WCP participants.

The Bannockburn in Stirling hosted the Freshwater Habitat event with Craig Macadam of
Buglife delivering an excellent event. The event focused on the invertebrates in and around
the Bannockbin. The use of Microscpoes and halahses opened up a whole new world

to the volunteers, many of whom had never used a microscope. The diverse species found
provided volunteers with amazing views of the species under magnification.
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7 BioBlitz
Photo5

Dalzell Estate & RSPB Barons Haugh in

Motherwell hosted Scotland's first ever

BRI SC "BioBlitzd event. Volunteers joined
wildlife experts in a race against time to

identify and recod as many species as

possible in a 24 hour biological recording

survey. The event began at 15.00hrs on

the 26" of May and ended at 15.00hrs on

the 27" May 2007.

The beginning of BioBlitz 2007 © Graham Buri

The event was supported and publicised in close partnership BtV as their main
&pring-Into - $ F W Léveént for 2007 with further support from North Lanarkshire Council

and partner organisations. The event was covered by BBC Landward and the footage can be
viewed athttp://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/player/?item=44532% short report on BioBlitz

2007 can be found dtttp://www.brisc.org.uk/bioblitz07.php

Over 60 experts and volunteers attended the event oe thaturday, recording a wide range

of wildlife, from Barkfly and Ancient Trees to Butterflies and Birds. Recorders managed to
identify and record478 different species within the 24 hours in what appears to be a new
British record. Highlights of the weekd included the 3 most northerly breeding pairs of
Nuthatch, Blackcaps, a Leopard slug, four very uncommon species of Barkfly, Northern
Marsh OrchiddDactylorhiza purpurg/laOrangetip Butterflies @Anthocharis cardamines
Poplar Hawk moth(aothoe popli Brown Longeared Bats Rlecotis aurijusand the
magnificent Covenanters Oak.

On the Sunday, members of the public were taken on short excursions by organisations
such as Butterfly Conservation, Bumiidee Conservation Trust, RSPB, SWT and BTCV.
Membes of the public were able to see the results of the BioBlitz coming into the
Basecamp as the day progressed. There were live specimens for participants to look at and
a mini laboratory staffed by University students and PhD students as well as experts on
freshwater habitats with a ponrdipping sample. It is estimated that 350 people visited the
BioBlitz Basecamp over the weekend with many taking part in the short wildlife safaris.

BioBlitz managed to establish records for the site which was previausigrrecorded.

The fantastic efforts of everyone contributed to 478 different species being recorded, many
of which had never been recorded #te Dalzell Estate These records are now processed
and ready to upload onto NBN.
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